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End of Year Giving
If you are looking for a place to fund civil legal services, please consider a donation to the South
Carolina Bar Foundation. The South Carolina Bar Foundation is the primary funder of the South
Carolina Access to Justice Commission. For FY ‘14, their award to the Commission is $82,400.
The Commission is not their only grantee. For the period beginning July 2013 to June 2014, they
have provided grants of $1.8 million to 18 organizations. Their mission is to fund the advancement of justice by improving access, education and accountability.
To donate, visit http://www.razoo.com/story/South-Carolina-Bar-Foundation?
referral_code=share. Or you can mail a contribution to SC Bar Foundation , PO Box 608, Columbia, SC 29202-0608.

We were thrilled when the Governor of the great state of South Carolina issued a Proclamation for “Celebrate Pro Bono Week.”
Thank you, Governor Haley!

2nd Annual Pro Bono Summit
On October 21, 2013, the Commission convened the 2nd Annual Pro Bono Summit at the SC Bar’s Convention
Center. The Honorable Jean Hoefer Toal welcomed the attendees and set forth the goals of this year’s gathering. She reminded us of last year’s goals and asked us to build on them and consider the role of pro bono in the
future of the profession. More than 65 attorneys and legal service providers signed up to attend the event.
The speaker line-up featured extraordinary, local talent. Immediately after the Chief Justice’s kick-off, Ms. Kallyn
Falvo, from Chief Justice Few’s office, presented on the Pro Bono Appellate Pilot Program. This relatively new pilot is currently reserved for criminal appeals only, and has been established to help with backlog. The Chief Appellate Defender’s office screens cases to determine whether there is an issue to argue. The attorneys have access to an experienced public defender as well as an experienced criminal defense appellate attorney to assist
as they prepare their case. Additionally, research and writing assistance is provided by the USC School of Law’s
Carolina Clerk Program. Additional assistance is available via consultants who assist at the brief writing stage,
and finally, a professor from the USC School of Law to assist with general questions.
Cindy Coker provided a brief demonstration of the new, online pro bono program at www.sclawanswers.org/.
This program allows attorneys to provide legal advice to South Carolinians who complete an income eligibility
questionnaire from any place with internet connection, at any time. The program has been active since December 2012, with hundreds receiving responses to their legal questions.
Panels. We had four panels that discussed the finer points of pro bono service. Panelists included:
1. Megan Gresham from the South Carolina Attorney General’s office,
2. Patricia Banks Morrison of Hubbell Power Systems, Inc.,
3. Pamela D. Robinson of the USC School of Law Pro Bono Program,
4. Steven W. Hamm of Richardson, Plowden, & Robinson, P.A.,
5. Stephanie E. Lewis of Jackson Lewis LLP,
6. Stuart M. Andrews, Jr. of Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP,
7. Gale DuBose of the South Carolina Center for Fathers and Families,
8. Sue Berkowitz of SC Appleseed Legal Justice Center,
9. Jennie L. Stephens of Heirs’ Property Preservation,
10.Andrea Loney of SC Legal Services,
11. Tina Cundari of Sowell Gray Stepp & Laffitte, LLC, and
12. Norah Rogers of Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP.
Attendees seemed to truly enjoy and appreciate the experience of the panelists, and the way they imparted
their practical knowledge. One panel wanted to ensure that attendees were able to take away pro bono opportunities. Examples included Ms. Loney’s need for pro bono volunteers who would (1) review briefs; (2) provide
topical, legal training; (3) serve as Guardian ad Litems; and (4) assist with conflict cases. Ms. DuBose noted that
her program has had enormous success in one location where one local attorney has “adopted” the program.
One morning each week, this attorney drops by the local office and answers general legal questions that the
participating fathers have such as landlord/tenant, child support, and child custody questions. Ms. Stephens noted that her program would be able to use pro bono volunteers to help with several areas of law, for example to
prevent heirs’ property, attorneys could help educate the public about heirs’ property, help them draft and execute wills, and generally assist with probate cases. Ms. Berkowitz provided several opportunities as well, and introduced the group to Appleseed’s Veterans’ Clinic initiative in Columbia, noting a need for volunteer attorneys
to assist with Clinics; Intake; Counsel & Advice; and Referral.
As we did last year, we broke into four groups with discussion points, and a quest to explore pro bono in South
Carolina. Each group had a facilitator and a scribe. The Commission will use the information gathered within
these breakout sessions to further our goal of increased pro bono service.
Stuart Andrews closed the day by reminding us of our goals, and requesting that all attendees complete the
forthcoming questionnaire. From there, we’ll gather the Commission to discuss next steps.
If you are interested in completing a questionnaire about pro bono in South Carolina, please contact Robin
Wheeler at rwheeler@scbar.org or (803) 576-3808.w

Nominations NOW Open for Ellen Hines Smith Award

PREVIOUS AWARD RECIPIENTS



1989 – Martha B. Dicus



2001 – Lynn P. Wagner



1990 – Thomas L. Bruce



2002 – Eddie McConnell



1991 – Johnny Simpson



2003 – Frank Cannon



1992 – Harold F. Daniels



2004 – Willie B. Heyward



1993 – Andrea E. Loney



2005 – Lynn Snowber-Marini



1994 – Mozella Nicholson



2006 – Eddie McConnell



1995 – Thomas A. Trent



2007 – Marcia Powell-Shew



1996 – Susan A. Cross



2009 – Maureen White



1997 – Angela M. Myers



2010 – Susan J. Firimonte



1998 – Ethel E. Weinberg



2011 – Jack E. Cohoon



1999 – Nancy M. Butler



2012 – Kirby Mitchell



2000 – Byron A. Reid

Each year, thousands of South Carolinians are given a South Carolina Legal Services champion to defend their civil legal rights.
For the past few years, the South Carolina Access to Justice Commission, in conjunction with the South Carolina Bar Foundation, have had the opportunity to select the Ellen Hines Smith Legal Services Attorney of the Year award recipient.
It's that time of the year again. Nominations for the 2013 Ellen Hines Smith Award
are now open. To learn more, see http://wp.me/pjPZb-1mY.
The Award will be presented at the South Carolina Bar Foundation Gala which will
be held on Friday, March 21, 2014 at the Hall at Senate’s End, 320 Senate
St., Columbia, SC, 29201. For more information at the Gala, visit http://
scbarfoundation.org/gala.asp .

New Certification of Indigent Representation Form
Pursuant to the Order below, Court Form SCCA 236, available in Word and pdf, allows the filing
fee to be waived for a civil action filed by an attorney providing legal services to an indigent person via an approved legal service entity or the SC Pro Bono program.
The form is available online at the court’s website at http://www.sccourts.org/forms/pdf/SCCA%
20236.pdf.
2013-12-17-01
The Supreme Court of South Carolina
Re: Certification of Indigent Representation, Pursuant to
Rule 3(b)(2), SCRCP Form (SCCA 236)
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER
Pursuant to the provisions of S. C. CONST. Art. V, § 4,
IT IS ORDERED that SCCA Form 236, Certification of Indigent Representation Pursuant to Rule
3(b)(2), SCRCP, is approved for use in the Circuit Courts and Family Courts of this State.
Pursuant to Rule 3(b)(2), SCRCP, a party represented in a civil action by an attorney working on
behalf of or under the auspices of a legal aid society or legal services or other nonprofit organization funded in whole or substantial part by funds appropriated by the United States
Government or the South Carolina General Assembly, which has as its primary purpose the
furnishing of legal services to indigent persons, or the SC Pro Bono program, shall have fees
related to the filing of the action waived without necessity of a motion and court approval.
This form shall be completed by attorneys in civil actions as described above to certify that he
or she represents an indigent person and that he or she is providing such representation on
behalf of a legal aid society, legal services or other nonprofit organization
This form shall be available on the South Carolina Judicial Department website
at www.sccourts.org under the ‘Forms’ link.
IT IS SO ORDERED.
s/Jean Hoefer Toal
Jean Hoefer Toal, Chief Justice
Columbia, South Carolina
December 17, 2013

First Friday Blitz
The concept for a First Friday Blitz arose during a
rural justice scouting expedition. Pam Robinson,
with USC School of Law, wanted her students to
have more exposure to attorneys, and we wanted a way to make that happen—while performing PRO BONO service.
Enter http://www.sclawanswers.org/, a free and relatively new online pro bono program offered by
the South Carolina Bar’s Pro Bono program.
The program was first developed by a law firm in Tennessee for use in their state bar’s pro bono
campaign. After learning of its success in Tennessee, the SC Bar saw this as a way to allow attorneys
to provide pro bono service anytime and anywhere.
To qualify for the free service, users must complete a short survey that lets them know that the
questions are to be related to civil legal services only, and to ensure that they meet federal poverty
guidelines.
The First Friday Blitz September 6, 2013 with
a handful of law students and attorneys
gathering at the SC Bar building with laptops
and snacks. They exchanged ideas, and answered questions, serving over 50 indigent
South Carolinians.
Over the next couple of months, the blitzes
were so successful with students, the
school’s pro bono program had to turn away
students for lack of space.
We hope to continue the fun, camaraderie,
and public service into 2014.

SJI Rural Justice
In 2012, the State Justice Institute awarded a grant to the Commission for the Mobile Justice Incubator Program to help with delivery of legal information to self-represented litigants in underserved areas of South Carolina. The program is a collaboration of both the Commission and the USC
School of Law pro bono program. Students work under the tutelage of the program and the Commission to present programs on legal topics.
Students received training on ethics including the difference between legal information and legal
advice, while also having an opportunity to work with attorneys who are well-versed in specific areas of the law. While the students developed the final PowerPoint presentation and handout for
each of the sessions, they collaborated with the attorneys not only for supervision, but also to
learn more about the specific legal issues.
The counties that have been served via this program include Allendale, Bamberg, Lee and most recently Winnsboro. Topics cover legal issues such as divorce, child support modification, identity
theft, landlord/tenant questions, and we hope to include sessions on expungement by the end of
the year.
While our session attendance is sometimes spotty, we are proud of our efforts, and have been
pleased by the outpouring of support from the communities, especially from leaders from local libraries, community colleges, churches, and rotary clubs.

USC School of Law student Marlene JohnsonMoore discusses divorce in Winnsboro

Unbundled Legal
Representation

Unbundled legal representation is also referred to as discrete task representation, limited
scope representation, and sometimes à la carte legal services.
It breaks down legal representation into specific tasks, and allows clients to do some
tasks themselves while an attorney provides representation on agreed-upon tasks.
While the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure allow unbundled legal representation, it
is rarely done. Historically, attorneys, and some judges, have alleged that they are not
able to successfully provide such services, because “the judges don’t let the attorneys off
the hook from the legal representation.”
With the economic turn in 2009, which included a growing number of working poor and
indigent, with fewer turning to full legal services, both the public and attorneys started to
look for options.
That is when in September 2013, the Board of Governors of the South Carolina Bar created a task force on unbundling of legal services and ghostwriting. SC Bar President Alice
Paylor appointed members to serve on the task force, which is led by Kitrina A. Wright, an
Irmo attorney.
The task force was convened on October 30, 2013. Unbundled legal services have the potential to bring at least some legal services to members of the public, who normally
would be unable to secure such services. Three subcommittees were created:
(1)Rules. Will review court rules and other rules affecting unbundled legal representation
and make recommendations for changes.
(2)Consumer Protection. Will review the Consumer Protection Code for ways to provide
protection to consumers who use forms for legal services.
(3)Education/Forms/Marketing. Will develop forms as well as an educational and marketing plan for three target audiences—the court, attorneys, and the general public.
Stay tuned for updates!

Collaborations

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much”
~ Helen Keller
“Talent wins games, but teamwork and intelligence wins championships.”
~ Michael Jordan
Sure, I could keep adding quotes about teamwork, and we would all feel good, but the
point is that collaborations really do work. When we involve others in our work, it sometimes seems to take longer. We’ve all had that moment when we’ve thought “I could finish this SO much faster myself.” And, we could. But the product would not be nearly as
good.
When we works in groups, as a team, we can create some really neat products. This year,
the Commission has collaborated with so many—South Carolina Legal Services, the
South Carolina Bar Task Force, the South Carolina Center for Fathers and Families, the
Guardianship Work Group, the Language Access Work Group, the Assistive Technology
Advisory Committee, students from USC School of Law (First Friday Blitz & Rural Justice) and we’ve produced so much.
Partnerships get things done. I’m looking forward to new and continuing partnerships in
the new year.

USC School of Law Students and Volunteer Attorneys work
together during a First Friday Blitz

Self Help Resources
In line with the theme of collaboration, the Commission and its partners have developed a variety of resources
for Self-Represented Litigants (SRLs) to use as they navigate the South Carolina court system. This year is no exception.
In 2013, the Supreme Court of South Carolina approved Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) related to the Probate Court and guardianship. These FAQs were developed through a grant from the United States Department
of Health and Human Services Administration on Aging administered by the South Carolina Lieutenant Governor’s Office on Aging.
The three sets are:
1. Alternatives to Guardianship in South Carolina;
2. Guardianship in South Carolina—Frequently Asked Questions from a Caregiver or Potential Guardian; and
3. Guardianship in South Carolina—Frequently Asked Questions from a Ward.
These FAQs bring the total number of FAQs developed by the Commission to 10, with 5 of them translated into
Spanish.
If you would like to review or share other SRL resources, please check out the court’s Self-Help Resources page
at http://www.sccourts.org/selfHelp/index.cfm/
Please pass along ideas for other packets or resources to either Stephanie Nye at snye@sccourts.org or Robin
Wheeler at rwheeler@scbar.org.

Newberry County Self-Help Center Pilot Program
In February 2011, the Supreme Court of South Carolina issued an Order creating a pilot program establishing a selfhelp center at the Newberry County Courthouse. In this self-help center model, clerk staff and trained volunteer attorneys provide basic legal information and self-help resources to the public.
The Newberry County Self-Help Center (Center) started accepting customers on the first Wednesday of the month
in July 2011, and held its grand opening in September of that same year. From July 2011 to July 2013, the Center has
assisted 194 customers. While most (69%) have had questions about divorce, some customers have had questions
about child support, child custody, name change, taxes, and foreclosures. Over half (51.8%) have had the legal issue
for over one year, with 21.3% who have had the issue for 5 years or longer.
The Reasons for Self-Representation and Annual Household Income self-reported by customers are listed below.
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Language Accessibility
After working with interpreters for both the Limited English Proficiency (LEP) and American Sign
Language (ASL) populations, the Language Access Work Group turned its attention to developing
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) about LEP and interpreters for three markets:
(1) Attorneys and law students;
(2) Judges and other court personnel; and
(3) the general public including people in need of either LEP or ASL interpreters.
If you are interested in this topic and would like to participate in the development of these FAQs, or
if you have questions you would like to see included, please contact Robin Wheeler at
rwheeler@scbar.org or (803) 576-3808.

Web Accessibility
In the past few years, we have been working with the Assistive Technology Advisory Committee
(ATAC) to ensure that the forms and programs that are under development are accessible to people
with disabilities.
The relationship began when South Carolina Legal Services (SCLS) and other partners were developing a web-based document assembly program utilizing the court-approved divorce packet. In order
to distinguish the South Carolina programs from others developed around the nation, we introduced an accessibility piece into the grant request. Once SCLS received the green light for the Technology Initiative Grant aka TIG, SCLS and the Commission reached out to partners to bring this idea
to fruition. The critical partner was the Web Testers Program administered by ATAC.
The Web Testers Program began as a pilot program in 2009 to evaluate state agency web pages for
accessibility and usability. After completing the pilot, the Web Testers Program has continued to
evaluate agency web pages. And, in 2012, the Web Testers Program evaluated the online document
assembly program found at http://www.lawhelp.org/sc/resource/self-help-divorce-forms/.
We learned that while it may be usable and accessible in its current form, we would want to offer alternatives. The alternative for those unable to use the program was to go directly to the court’s selfhelp resource page.
And, that’s when we learned that not all forms are created equal. As a result of a demonstration by
someone using the screen-reader software JAWS, the Commission and court administration worked
together to ensure that court-approved forms were tagged* appropriately. This process has been
ongoing since then, and tags are automatically added to new or updated court-approved forms.
For more information about ATAC, visit http://accessibility.sc.gov/Pages/default.aspx.
*Tags are hidden structured, textual representations that are available to screen readers. They have
no visible effect on the file.

Calendar of Events 2014
January:
January 8—Newberry County Self-Help Center
January 14—Winnsboro Rural Justice
January 23-26—SC Bar Convention
January 31—deadline for Ellen Hines Smith
February:
February 11—Winnsboro Rural Justice
February 15—CODA Race4Love 5K Run/Walk
March:
March 1—Lowcountry Legal Volunteers 7th Annual Celebration of Justice
March 11—Commission meeting
March 18—Winnsboro Rural Justice
March 20—Center for Heirs’ Property Preservation Commitment to Justice Award
March 21—SC Bar Foundation Gala
April:
April 7—PB Summit: 6 month review, select date for Summit ’14, and hold location
April 8—Winnsboro Rural Justice
April 26—Lowcountry Legal Volunteers 4th Annual Wow Wild Women’s Tea
May:
May 1-3— ABA/NLADA Equal Justice Conference, Portland Oregon
May 7—PB Summit: Plan theme & Agenda
May 20—proposed Commission meeting
July:
July 14—PB Summit: secure speakers, send SAVE the DATE
August:
August 11—PB Summit: decide material for booklets, take home material, send formal invitation letters, line up caterer, seek CLE credit
September:
September 15—PB Summit: deadline for those submitting material for inclusion, confirm students/other assistance
September 16—proposed Commission meeting
October:
October 13—PB Summit: RSVP deadline
October 20—PB Summit 2014

If you have a question or want to learn more about the information in this newsletter or the South Carolina Access to Justice Commission, please contact Robin F. Wheeler at (803) 576-3808 or rwheeler@scbar.org.

