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Pro Bono: Rule 608 
In South Carolina, efforts to in-
crease pro bono volunteers were 
met with resistance by the South 
Carolina Bar because some attor-
neys noted that they were already 
providing free legal services under 
Rule 608 for Indigent Defense 
cases or that they were unable to 
provide pro bono legal services due 
to the burdensome appointments.  
 
In January 2009, the SC Bar filed 
a petition with the SC Supreme 
Court requesting that the Court 
repeal the Rule (Rule 608) that 
manages the way that indigent de-
fense appointments are made.  

 

According to the SC Bar’s press 
release, (online at http://
www.scbar.org/news/news/412/), 
in May 2008, the Bar's House of  
Delegates voted to replace Rule 
608, SCACR, to eliminate the 
ability to require Bar members 
to take unfunded appointments.  
 
The Supreme Court of  South 
Carolina asked the Commission 
to study and make recommenda-
tions regarding Rule 608. Under 
Stuart Andrews’ guidance, the 
Commission’s Rule 608 Work 
Group met from February into 
June. Members of  the Work 
Group met with Commissioners, 
interested parties, and members 
of  the SC Bar  

(cont’d page 3)  
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(Pro Bono/Rule 608 cont’d from page 2) 

 
Board of  Governors as well as the 
SC Bar’s Rule 608 Task Force, re-
garding state court indigent ap-
pointment process.  
 
The Court, the Bar and sev-
eral state entities including 
SCDSS, SCCID, and the SC 
Guardian ad Litem pro-
gram provided data about 
the current appointments, 
including county data and 
other demographic infor-
mation.  

After reviewing this  data, the 
recommendations were submit-
ted to the SC Supreme Court on 
July 15, 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to Everyone who has 
contributed to the work and 
success of the Commission! 
 
♦ Rule 608 Work Group 
♦ Clerk of  Court Work Group 
♦ Interpreter Work Group 
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Self-Represented Litigants/SRLs: Clerks of Court 
develop FAQs 

As the numbers of  SRL filings increases, so do questions to the 
Clerks. In order to keep the court offices operating as efficiently as 
possible, the Clerk of  Court Work Group identified an area for assis-
tance—developing uniform answers to Frequently Asked Questions/
FAQs.  

The Commission worked with the 
Court to develop a survey. The survey 
asked all forty-six county Clerks of  
Court to identify the top 10 questions 
asked in Circuit Court, Family Court 
and in general. 
 
After compiling this information, the 
Clerk of  Court Work Group divided 

into 2 working groups—Circuit Court and Family Court—to develop 
model answers to the questions. 
 
Recently the responses were sent to the Circuit Court and Family 
Court Advisory Committees for their input. Stay tuned: Eventually 
these FAQs become available in print and online. 
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Staffed Programs:  
Interpreters Work Group 
Once lack of  interpreters for the-
deaf  had been identified as a bar-
rier for access to justice, the SC 
ATJ Commission started to work 
on ways to increase access to jus-
tice for South Carolinians who are 
deaf. Soon after, the Interpreters 
Work Group was developed.  

Currently the group consists of  
members from Court Administra-
tion, SC Association of  the Deaf  
(SCAD), SC School for the Deaf  
and Blind (SCSDB), South Caro-
lina Legal Services (SCLS),  South 
Carolina Registry of  Interpreters 
for the Deaf  (SCRID), Protection  

and Advocacy for People with 
Disabilities, Inc. (P&A), and the 
South Carolina Bar’s Public Ser-
vices. 
 
The largest barrier identified by 
the group is 
the lack of  in-
terpreters 
qualified to 
interpret in a 
legal setting. 
Discussions 
with advocates for interpreters 
have focused ways to increase 
comfort with legal terminology 
and the legal process. As a re-
sult, the SC Bar is working to 
develop a variation on their Law 
School for Non-Lawyers pro-
gram specifically designed to 
meet the needs of  interpreters. 
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O n September 4, 2009, the SC Access to Justice Weblog will cele-
brate its 1st anniversary. As I approach the one year anniversary, it 
becomes increasingly important to hear from you. I am looking to 
you for input: 
♦ Would you be available for me to interview? 
♦ Would you like to write a special anniversary column? 
♦ Do you want to learn more about entities provide legal assistance 

to South Carolina’s low-income community? 
♦ Do you have an idea for increasing access to justice that you 

would like to explore? 
Please let me know your ideas. I’m available at (803) 576-3808 or by 
email to rwheeler@scbar.org. 
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2009 
Autumn 

Calendar  
of Events SC Access to Justice Commission 

SEPTEMBER 
9/15/09 

2:00 p.m. Interpreters for the Deaf Work Group meeting at the SCSDB of the 
Midlands 

 
9/18/09 

10:30 a.m. Clerk of Court Work Group meeting at Nelson Mullins Columbia 
Office, 17th Floor, Reedy-Saluda Room 
 
OCTOBER 

10/1/09 
9:30 a.m. Panel at the Clerk of Court and Register of Deeds Fall Conference 
in Aiken, SC 

 
10/8/09 

10:30 a.m. South Carolina Access to Justice Commission meeting at Nelson 
Mullins Columbia Office, 17th Floor 

 
CELEBRATE Pro Bono Week 10/25/09 through 10/31/09 

 
Check http://www.scatj.org/calendar/ for updates and 

new events 
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South Carolina Access to Justice Commission 

P.O. Box 608 

Columbia, South Carolina 29202-0608 

(803) 576-3808 Fax (803) 799-5290 

rwheeler@scbar.org 

Website: http://www.scatj.org 

Blog: http://scaccesstojustice.wordpress.com 

The South Carolina Access to Justice Commission is funded by an 
IOLTA grant from the South Carolina Bar Foundation. For more in-

formation, visit www.scbarfoundation.org. 


